Transcervical collection of equine conceptuses between 10 and 16 days after ovulation.
To recover intact Day-10.5 to Day-16.5 equine conceptuses (Day 0 = ovulation), a rigid catheter was used for 131 collections from donor mares diagnosed pregnant by ultrasonography. A total of 139 conceptuses were recovered, comprising 124 singletons, six pairs of twins and one set of triplets. Of these, 120 (86%) were intact after the collection, 14 (10%) had collapsed, and in five cases (4%), collapsed trophoblastic membranes were surrounded by an intact capsule. The recovery rate of intact conceptuses ranged from 99% on Days 10.5 to 12.5 to 40% on Day 16.5. More uterine flushes per recovery were needed to collect conceptuses on Day 14.5 than on Days 10.5 and 11.5 (x +/- SEM : 3.1 +/- 0.5 vs 1.4 +/- 0.1 and 1.3 +/- 0.2 flushes, respectively, P<0.05), and the total volume of flushing medium used was greater on Day 14.5 than on Days 10.5, 11.5 and 12.5 (1040 +/- 193 vs 406 +/- 49, 396 +/- 48 and 499 +/- 59 ml, respectively, P<0.01). Seventy of the 100 mares inseminated at the first estrus following embryo collection became pregnant, indicating that the technique used had no major effect on subsequent fertility.